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early period of Hindu colonisation. As centuries rolled by, the
Indian religions made a more thorough conquest of the land, and
it would hardly be an exaggeration to say that so far as faiths,
beliefs, and religious practices are concerned the colonies in the
Fay East were almost a replica of the motherland. Of course, we
should not expect that the indigenous faiths and practices vanished
altogether. As in India itself, these were partly eliminated by, and
partly absorbed into, the higher and more developed system, but in
some respects the latter also was affected and moulded by the
former.
All these observations are specially applicable to Java and
Kambuja, the only colonies which furnish us detailed evidence of
the various stages of religious development.
THE BRAHMANICAI, RELIGION IN JAVA
About the beginning of the eighth century A.D. we find the
Pauranik form of Brahmanical religion firmly established in Java.
In essence, it consisted of the worship of three principal divinities,
viz., Brahma the creator, Vishnu the protector, and Siva the des-
troyer, together with their Saktis or divine spouses and a host of
minor gods and goddesses related to them.
The position of supremacy among them was undoubtedly
accorded to Siva. That it was not a mere personal or local factor,
but generally true of both Central and Eastern Java, clearly follows
from a study of the literature, inscriptions and monuments of Java..
This great god Siva was regarded not only as the agent for the
destruction of the world, but also of its renovation. He had thus
both a benevolent and a terrible nature. These two aspects are
represented in Javanese iconography by the two human forms of
the god known as Mahadeva and Mahakala or Bhairava.
To these forms of Siva correspond two different forms of his
1 Sakti.   The Sakti of Mahadeva is Devi, Mahadevi, Parvatl or TJmH,
the daughter of Himalaya.   A particular form of this goddess is
Durga or MahishasuramarddinI   The Sakti of Mahakala or Bhairava
is MahakaK or BhairavT.
The image of Ganesa, the son of Siva and Parvatl, is very
common in Java, and follows in general the Indian prototype.
The war-god Kartikeya, another son of Siva, is also well-known in
Java. Lastly, it may be mentioned, that 'Siva wasfalso worshipped
in the form of Linga.
Vishnu, the second member of the trinity, never attained m
Java a position or importance equal to that of his rival Siva, tTteragh
tinder some dynasties he enjoyed very high honour and rank. ' His
Sakti, Sri or Lakshmi, is usually represented with four arms holding
lotus, ear of corn, fly-whisk and rosary, and the rider